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going, to seek it. Each man was allotted a special job '
in the assembly of the cars, and stood at a certain
place beside the moving belt. As the belt brought a car
or part of a car to him, he performed his particular task,
and then saw it pass on to the next man who did some-
thing else, while he stood ready to repeat his job as
the next piece of the car moved towards him. Some
men found this constant repetition of the same task
monotonous, but as a rule it worked well enough, for
care was taken that each man did the job he was best
fitted for, and Ford paid good wages for honest work.
Anyway the success of Ford's efforts to produce a
cheaper car is proved by the fact that whereas the
early " Model T " cars were sold for eight hundred and
fifty dollars (£170) the same car could be purchased for
three hundred and ten dollars (£62) in 1926, and this
although it was a better car and the cost of materials
and labour had increased.
Meanwhile, the first World War had begun in 1914,
and the " Tin Lizzies ", as the^Ford cars were derisively
or affectionately named, played a yeoman part in
Europe. In 1915 Ford's millionth car was produced,
and in- the same year he chartered a ship and s^led for
Europe in an effort to end the war. For all his business
acumen Henry Ford was something of an idealist. He
hated and always had hated war, and he had an idea
that he and his " Peace, Ship ", as it was called, might
in some way compose the differences between the
opposing sides, and bring about peace. We know that
the effort was a failure, and in 1916 he returned to
America, and when the United States entered the war

